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MEDIA RELEASE

FOR:


IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT:

Maria Wilson, Executive Director
Waverly Community House
570-586-8191

mwilson@waverlycomm.org
RE:


 2010 F. LAMMOT BELIN SCHOLARSHIP AWARDED
The Board of Trustees of the Waverly Community House is pleased to announce that the F. Lammot Belin Arts Scholarship committee has awarded the 2010 Scholarship to musician/percussionist and composer Matt Smallcomb of Wilkes-Barre, PA.
Matt was awarded the Scholarship based upon his artistic excellence, his direction and his commitment to making music his lifelong career. The scholarship funds will be used for further study, to purchase necessary instruments, obtain rehearsal space and to fund auditions for major symphony orchestras.  Upon receiving the 2010 award of $15,000.00, Mr. Smallcomb said “This is going to change my life.” It is his hope to build a career as a professional orchestral percussionist, work on performance projects and “create a renaissance of percussion and chamber music” in the Scranton/Wilkes-Barre area.
Matt performs in a variety of musical settings including orchestral music, chamber music, jazz and improvisation. As an orchestral musician he has performed with the Northeaster Philharmonic, the New World Symphony, the American Composers Orchestra, and the Philharmonic Orchestra of The Americas and performs regularly at Carnegie Hall with the New England Symphonic Ensemble, National Choral and the Distinguished Concert Artists International.  As a chamber musician Matt performs with Ensemble Du Monde, The New York Percussion Group, the Garden State Percussion Trio and New York Wind Studio. 
As a drum set and pop-artist Mr. Smallcomb has performed and recorded with a variety of groups and is currently performing and recording with a new music group Cordis, of Boston, MA, the Dave Mattock Organ Trio of Philadelphia, Pa and pianist Jesse Lynch, of Brooklyn, NY.  
He has studied Percussion with teachers Bob Nowak, Marko Marcinko, Barry Centanni, Michael Werner and James Preiss. He holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Music Education from Wilkes University in Wilkes-Barre, Pa. and a Master’s degree in Music Performance from the Mannes College of Music in New York City. He is currently adjunct faculty for percussion at Wilkes University Conservatory and the Calderone School of Music in northern New Jersey. He lives in Manhattan, traveling to Wilkes University to teach and to practice.
The  F. Lammot Belin Arts Scholarship was founded in 1964 by Captain Peter Belin in memory of his father to provide financial assistance to artists of outstanding aptitude and promise in the fine arts.  William Chickillo, Chair of the Belin Arts Scholarship committee explained that the scholarship is intended to serve as “a turning point for the recipient scholar in his or her development as a professional artist.”
The Waverly Community House is a 501(c) 3 charitable organization located at 1115 N. Abington Road, Waverly, PA.  It was founded in 1920 with the mission to foster cultural, recreational and educational opportunities for individuals and families in the region.  For more information visit www.belinarts.org  or call 570-586-8191 extension 1.
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